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 WINDHAM REGION COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

MINUTES – September 7, 2007
DRAFT
A meeting of WINCOG was held September 7, 2007 at the Windham Town Hall, 979 Main Street, Windham, CT.  Chair Okonuk called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m.

Voting COG Members present:  Rusty Lanzit, Chaplin; Robert Skinner (alt.), Columbia; Julie Blanchard, Coventry; Joyce Okonuk, Lebanon; Matt Hart, Mansfield; Liz Wilson, Scotland; Michael Eldredge, Willington; Michael Paulhus, Windham. 
Non-voting Members present: John Elsesser (alt.), Coventry
Others present: Roger Adams, Chamber of Commerce; Jenny Contois, Congressman Courtney’s Office; Roberta Dwyer, Northeast Alliance; David Levasseur, OPM; Robert Miller, Eastern Highlands Health District; Jeff Nelson, Governor’s Office; Anthony Scalora, DEMHS; Eric Thomas, Thames River Basin Coordinator, DEP; Dick Van Ausdall, OPM.
Staff Present: Mark Paquette, Jana Butts, Janet Laukaitis. 
MINUTES

MOVED by Ms. Wilson and SECONDED by Mr. Lanzit to approve the minutes of the 7/13/07 and 8/3/07 meetings as submitted.  MOTION CARRIED with Ms. Blanchard and Ms. Wilson abstaining.
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

No comments were received from the public at this time.
SMART GROWTH IN CONNECTICUT
Undersecretary LaVasseur reported on the status of smart growth policies in the state.  The state recently created a new Office of Responsible Growth within the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) as well as the Responsible Growth Task Force.  The task force has two branches: an executive committee and a project review committee.   Goals of the Responsible Growth Task Force include getting more funding for RPO’s and integrating planning efforts.   The mission of the Office of Responsible Growth is broad, spanning transportation, economic development, housing, land use, and education.

The Responsible Growth Task Force will be holding regional round tables in the fall. 
GOVERNOR’S Eastern Office Report
Mr. Jeff Nelson of Governor Rell’s Eastern Office reported that Lebanon received a $300,000 Small Cities Community Development Block Grant.  The Governor recently created a mortgage assistance hotline.  Connecticut first responders statewide now have the technology, called Cross Band, to communicate in emergency situations.  
Congressman Courtney’s Office Report

Ms. Jenny Contois of Congressman Courtney’s Office reported that Cong. Courtney held a town meeting-style forum in Windham and thanked that town for hosting him.  She reported on an upcoming Grant Training Forum, a report on Iraq and a program to provide assistance to firefighters.  The Windham Region Chamber of Commerce is hosting Cong. Courtney next week for a breakfast at the Nathan Hale Inn.
CORRESPONDENCE
Mr. Paquette noted that WINCOG had received $53,000 in State Grant-in-Aid from OPM and that the Homeland Security grant had come through.
Director’s Report
Mr. Paquette had already distributed the Director’s Report.

New BUSINESS

Strategic Planning:  Mr. Paquette noted that both CRCOG Director Lyle Wray and ECSU Professor Eric Martin were available to assist WINCOG in its strategic planning efforts.  It was MOVED by Mr. Hart and SECONDED by Ms. Blanchard to postpone initiating the strategic planning process until after the November election.  Motion PASSED unanimously.

Homeland Security Grant Application 2007: MOVED by Mr. Hart and SECONDED by Mr. Paulhus to approve the Homeland Security Grant Application 2007 for submission to the Department of Homeland Security.  Motion PASSED unanimously.
STP- Rural Minor Collectors: The council discussed different aspects of this program.  No action was taken.
OLD BUSINESS

Homeland Security Bylaws update:  Mr. Paquette reported that the three COGs have not yet come to an agreement on the voting procedures.  Additionally, it was suggested that the health-related agencies such as the local health districts, hospitals, and Emergency Support Function districts have better representation.  After some discussion, it was MOVED by Mr. Eldredge and SECONDED by Ms. Blanchard to support the amendment to implement a five-ninths majority vote.  Motion PASSED unanimously. Also, it was MOVED by Mr. Hart and SECONDED by Ms. Wilson to support the amendment to have one Hospital Representative and one Local Health District Representative to the REPT Steering Committee.  Motion PASSED unanimously.  The MOTION to approve the bylaws as amended was made by Mr. Hart and SECONDED by Mr. Eldredge.  Motion PASSED unanimously.  Mr. Hart MOVED to appoint John Jackman and Mike Licata to the REPT Steering Committee with Noel Waite as an alternate.  SECONDED by Mr. Paulhus.  Motion PASSED unanimously and the WINCOG board thanked all three men for their interest and involvement. 
MEMBERS FORUM
Mr. Paulhus distributed information for CONNECT-CTY, a low-cost reverse-911 system and asked for the item to be put on the October agenda.  Mr. Eldredge asked for any input on the lawsuit regarding liability for municipal volunteers.  
AGENDA ITEMS for OCTOBER MEETING:  
· Reverse 911 System
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:26 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by Jana Butts, for Julie Blanchard, Secretary.
* denotes item attached to file copy of minutes. 
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