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 WINDHAM REGION COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

MINUTES – February 2, 2007
Approved March 2, 2007
A meeting of WINCOG was held February 2, 2007 at the Windham Town Hall, 979 Main Street, Windham, CT.  Chair Rusty Lanzit called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.

Voting COG Members present:  Rusty Lanzit, Chaplin; Rob Skinner (alt.), Columbia; Julie Blanchard, Coventry; Maurice Bisson, Hampton; Joyce Okonuk, Lebanon; Betsy Paterson, Mansfield; Liz Wilson, Scotland; Michael Paulhus, Windham. 
Non-voting Members present:  John Elsesser (alt.), Coventry.
Others: David Fink, Partnership for Strong Communities; John Hollay, Congressman Courtney’s Office; Jeff Nelson, Gov. Rell’s Eastern CT Office; Melinda Perkins, WRTD; Stuart Popper, Town of Columbia; Christina Rubenstein, Partnership for Strong Communities.
Staff Present: Mark Paquette, Jana Butts, Janet Laukaitis. 
MINUTES

MOVED by Ms. Paterson, SECONDED by Ms. Okonuk to approve the minutes of the 1/5/07 meeting as submitted.  MOTION CARRIED with no abstentions
PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Hollay reported that Congressman Courtney’s office is at the same location and has the same mailing address and phone numbers as Mr. Simmons’ did.  Mr. Courtney will be visiting CT in February and visiting local schools.
Mr. Nelson reported that he is now representing Gov. Rell’s Eastern CT office.  His contact information is the same as for Katherine Marx except for his email which is now Jeffrey.nelson@ct.gov.  Mr. Nelson announced that Gov. Rell’s budget address will be held next Wednesday.
Mr. Popper, Town Planner for Columbia, Bolton, and Andover, reported that ConnDOT has dropped funding for the Route 6 Expressway.  The CRCOG Transportation Committee has downgraded the project to “as needed” but is requesting the funding designated to Route 6 be directed towards a similar project in the region.  Andover and Bolton have applied for a STP-Urban Grant through CRCOG.  Additionally, the 4 town Economic Development Commission will be applying for a STEAP Grant.  The Route 6 Economic Development Commission is seeking the support of WINCOG.  Mr. Elsesser suggested that, since ConnDOT bought the land for the decommissioned expressway in Coventry, that they may be interested in dedicating it was open space, perhaps a greenway.
MOVED by Ms. Blanchard that WINCOG work with CRCOG to seek funds for the Rte. 6 Corridor study and seek a dialogue on the possible reuse of the land taken for the expressway as a greenway.  SECONDED by Ms. Okonuk.  MOTION CARRIED with no abstentions.
Ms. Perkins reported that state matching grant program for elderly/disabled transit has been very successful.  Hampton has used the program for volunteer mileage reimbursement.  Columbia Seniors have used to the program for recreational trips and Lebanon has used the program for out-of-region medical trips.  The program was initially funded for two years (FY 06-07).  Recently, WRTD staff submitted testimony on a bill to continue the program another two years.  While many towns took advantage of the program, $40,000 of available funds were left unused during the last grant round due to the lack of a local match.   Ms. Perkins offered assistance in preparing applications.  The deadline for submission is March 30th.
NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Robbins had not yet arrived and Mr. Lanzit continues on to the next agenda item.
HOMEConnecticut- David Fink:  HOMEConnecticut is proposing the Connecticut Housing Program for Economic Growth to foster housing and economic growth based on effective planning and local control.  This legislative proposal, HB 7149, is based on Massachusetts’ model and includes: 
• Municipalities will be encouraged to establish Housing Incentive Zones that will enable developers to build single- and multi-family housing at density levels that will achieve economies of scale and bring down housing costs.

• Municipalities establishing Housing Incentive Zones will receive payment from the State for every new housing unit possible within the zone.

• Additional bonus payments will be made to the municipality once building permits are issued.

• An education cost reimbursement fund will provide on-going payments for net additional school costs, if any are incurred by a municipality, due to new housing in the Housing Incentive Zone.

• The project-based rental assistance will be increased to help developers target a portion of the housing to lower-income families.

• Technical assistance will be provided to help towns and developers use the program.

• Funds will be available for municipalities to improve infrastructure in Housing Incentive Zones to stimulate market demand.

HOMEConnecticut is seeking support from Councils of Governments and municipalities in furthering the CT Housing Program for Economic Growth.
Ashford Withdrawal from WINCOG:  Ashford has officially withdrawn from WINCOG.  The loss of dues from WINCOG’s budget is about $3,000.  MOVED by Ms. Paterson to revise the municipal dues as outlined in the 1/31/07 FY ’08 dues assessment worksheet*.  SECONDED by Mr. Skinner.  Motion passed unanimously.
ConnDOT Meeting Debrief:  Mr. Elsesser reported that, two days after the meeting, he received the check he had been waiting for from ConnDOT.  He said the meeting was refreshing and the commissioner listened to what WINCOG representatives had to say.
Legislative Breakfast Debrief:  All agreed that the meeting went very well.  We do not yet know when the video will be finished.  It was suggested that next year school superintendents be invited.
Organizational Planning:  WINCOG will continue this process, initiated in March of 2006, in May or June of 2007.

Regional Emergency Management:  WINCOG board members still do not have a definitive answer on what NIMS training is required.  Mr. Paquette reported that the Region 4 Emergency Management Directors continue to meet monthly.  Two CERT classes were in progress, one in Windham and one in Lebanon.

Homelessness Project Update:  The 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness Kick-off Meeting went very well.  Mr. Paulhus appreciated the link to an article in Governing Magazine concerning supportive housing in Philadelphia.
MEMBERS FORUM
Mr. Paulhus reported that several Willimantic and Windham firefighters were injured in the house fire on Ox Bow Drive in which a school crossing guard was killed.
Ms. Okonuk reported that Lebanon is exploring the possibility of creating a new local Health District with other southern area towns.
It was reported that CTOSHA has been conducting inspections in area towns lately.  Mr. Elsesser reported that CTOSHA requires a yearly stress test for firefighters.  Additionally, if municipalities request an OSHA audit of their facilities, there are no fines for violations.
Ms. Okonuk also reported that Lebanon had hosted a very successful Land Use Preservation Options Seminar, attended by over 100 people.  Four large property owners have since expressed interest in preserving their land.

UPDATES
Northeast Utilities:  Mr. Paquette reported that a representative from Northeast Utilities will attend the March WINCOG meeting.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Mr. Paquette reported that a representative from the Land Use Leadership Alliance will attend the next WINCOG meeting.  Mr. Paquette and Ms. Butts attended a recent meeting of the Route 6 Economic Development Commission and will be preparing a map for them.  WINCOG has a new logo and will make an effort to be more visible in the community.  Mr. Paquette drew attention to the recent testimony on various bills that he had submitted on WINCOG’s behalf.  Lastly, WINCOG submitted comments supporting the reinstatement of freight rail service between Versailles and Willimantic but expressed concern regarding safety issues at public, at-grade crossings.
AGENDA ITEMS for MARCH MEETING

Location: 
Windham Town Hall

Agenda Items: 
SCCOG Chair Keith Robbins, Regionalism


Land Use Leadership Alliance, Bill Logue



Northeast Utilities

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at about 10:15 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by Jana Butts, Senior Planner, for Julie Blanchard, Secretary.
* denotes item attached to file copy of minutes. 
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