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WINDHAM REGION COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

MINUTES - SPECIAL MEETING

February 2, 2005 

A special meeting of WINCOG was held on February 2, 2005 at the Coventry Town Hall Annex, 1712 Main Street, Coventry, CT. Chairman Daniel McGuire called the meeting to order at 12:15 p.m.

Voting COG Members Present: Robert Skinner, Columbia (alt.); John Elsesser, Coventry (alt.); Rusty Lanzit, Chaplin; Margaret Haraghey, Hampton; Dan McGuire, Lebanon; Martin Berliner, Mansfield (alt.); Elizabeth Wilson, Scotland. Michael Paulhus, Windham.

Staff Present: Barbara Buddington

Others Present: Robert Peterson, Windham Community Memorial Hospital

PARAMEDIC PROGRAM BUDGET

Mr. Peterson explained the paramedic program budget for FY 2006 and how the assessment for each town was calculated. During the course of the discussion, WINCOG members asked that the assessments for UConn and “outside towns” be increased. UConn’s flat fee was based on the university population four or five years ago, and the university population has grown significantly.  The outside towns should be charged a higher transport fee because they are not paying any of the costs of maintaining the infrastructure. Mr. Peterson said that he would pursue this and let us know the results.  MOVED by Mr. Elsesser, SECONDED by Ms. Wilson, that any additional revenues that come in as a result of these measures should be used to offset the “cancellation” fees.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

The special meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m. and was followed by an informal planning discussion.

· Issues brought up at the Chamber / Mansfield Business Association’s meeting with legislators in Mansfield earlier in the day were discussed (real estate conveyance tax; fees on land use permits that towns are required to collect for the state)

· Mr. Elsesser recommended opposing a proposed bill with “Property Tax Fairness” as part of its subtitle. He noted that the bill does not make senses.  Several of our legislators have signed on to support it.

· In response to a question from Mr. Berliner, no other town has an all-electric school.  Mansfield is trying to add a fossil fuel system.

· Mr. Elsesser raised the issue of a backlog of streetlights that they are waiting for CL&P to install.  The orders have been in place for a long time, but there is no activity.  Columbia has the same problem.

· Also discussed - E911 mapping/database review, equestrian center, joint legislative efforts with Chamber of Commerce.

· Issues for congressional staff: decrease in small cities program. 
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